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Abstract

Most people acquire their native language effortlessly, yet indi-    
viduals differ greatly in how they use it. Language ability strongly 
influences people’s functioning in society and is an important 
predictor of professional success. Although the question ‘what 
makes someone a good language user?’ has intrigued scholars 
for a long time, little is known about the principal dimensions of 
language skills. One reason for the lack of research has been the 
lack of suitable tools for assessing native language skills. During 
this talk, I will present an ongoing project concerned with map-
ping out the principal dimensions of language skills. That is, I will 
present our recently developed ‘Individual Differences in Lan-
guage Skills’ (IDLaS) battery including tests measuring word and 
sentence production and comprehension skills, linguistic knowl-
edge/experience, as well as general cognitive skills (e.g., process-
ing speed, working memory) involved in linguistic processing. 
I will present data from 170 Dutch participants who completed 
the battery in the lab and data from 170 participants who com-
pleted the battery at home, via the internet on their own laptops. 
I will end on discussing some issues related to online testing and 
make practical recommendations based on our experiences.
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Covid-19 
Due to the uncertainty of the evolution concerning Covid-19, changes in the programme or in 
the sanitary conditions of participation may apply. Please consult our website for potential 
updates:
www.institute-multilingualism.ch
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