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Abstract

The linguistic features of Tigrinya can be di-
vided or grouped by different criteria. For the 
presentation, they will be divided into main 
linguistic features of grammar including pho-
nemics, morphology and syntax, followed by 
a few remarks on semantic fields and lex-
ical features and characteristics. As to loan-
words, the most relevant contact languages 
are Gəʿəz, Amharic, Arabic and Italian. 
The grammatical features will be grouped 
into three parts: features distinguishing Ti-
grinya from its closest relatives, features that 
might be considered areal, and inherited fea-
tures that are in common with Ethio-Semitic 
or Semitic languages, mentioning also an 
overlap of Ethio-Semitic and areal features. 
All of the three parts may have a large band-
width of peculiarities, although the distin-
guishing features might be stronger on more 
concrete and detailed aspects (whether due 
to linguistic change or preserved archaisms). 

Areal features might be stronger on common 
periphrastic constructions and calques, in-
herited features might be stronger in more 
general characteristics or rather abstract 
aspects, e.g. that there is an Imperfect, a 
Gerund, a Perfect, a Copula etc. in many 
Ethio-Semitic Languages including Tigrinya, 
but there are a number of differences in de-
tail. 


