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DATA PROTECTION & PRIVACY  
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Challenges and how to strike the right balance 
 
Abstract:  
The new EU data protection regulation – commonly referred to as the “GDPR” – will enter into 
effect on May 25, 2018. The aim of this new framework is to adapt data protection law in 
accordance with the technological evolution that took place over the past 20 years. Switzerland is 
following the EU path with a new draft law. The new rules mean more obligations for data 
controllers, empowerment of data subjects and additional powers granted to authorities.  
 
Against this background, our presentation will address questions and concerns of tech ventures in 
this new framework, be they Startups, Tech companies or academic research projects. In 
particular, we will focus on the 3 following aspects:  
 

(1) GDPR and impact for tech ventures: Changes to be taken into account? Impact for 
tech ventures (startups, scientific projects)?  Type of data that can be collected? 
 

(2) Specificities of research projects: Collection and use of data for research purposes. 
Where is the right balance between the interests of data subjects, the freedom to 
innovate and the needs to tech ventures to be able to collect and use such data? 
 

(3) Contracts and policies: How contracts and policies need to reflect that the new 
framework has been taken into account.  
 

Bio: 
Joëlle, Adrien and Vincent are Swiss qualified lawyers and partners of sigma legal, an innovative boutique 
law firm. They have in common significant expertise in commercial, contractual and corporate law, as well 
as academic and professional experiences abroad (Berkeley, Stanford & Harvard). They specialize in 
innovation law, covering fields such as Corporate aspects & Contracts, Finance & Transactions, 
Technologies and Brands, Data Protection & Privacy, and Competition Law. They also provide dispute 
resolution services, in the context of domestic and international litigation and arbitration. 
 
Date and time:  Wednesday January 31st, 2018, 2.15 pm  
Location:  Pérolles 21, room G230, Bd de Pérolles 90, Fribourg  
Contact person:  Florian Evéquoz 
 

The colloquium is free and open to the public. 
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